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Mission Statement
The mission of Temple Beth El is to
provide a house of Conservative
Jewish worship which fosters
spiritual fulfillment, Jewish theology
life-long Jewish education, and
community support throughout the
cycles of the seasons.
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Candle Lighting Times
December 4th
December 11th
December 18th
December 25th
January 1st

4:18 PM
4:18 PM
4:20 PM
4:23 PM
4:29 PM

The Temple remains closed and all our programs (with the
exception of our online programs) have been canceled.
We are following the recommendations of the CDC, the Pennsylvania
Department of Health and Governor Wolf and will continue monitoring
this situation. We will notify you our members and friends when it is
determined to be safe to resume all of our programs.
The Rabbis will be working remotely for the foreseeable future
In the event you need to contact them during this time, here is their
contact information:
Rabbi Daniela danielaszuster@yahoo.com.ar (717) 618-2388
Rabbi Rami ramipavolotzky@gmail.com(717) 618-2383
The Temple Office remains closed BUT work is continuing remotely. Rich
is still getting the mail and checking the office voicemail and email. We are
also still processing donations and financial commitment payments and
Rich is always available via email. Please email the office at
office@tbelancaster.org with any questions or concerns.

Volume 73, No. 3

DECEMBER 2020

DECEMBER
MONTHLY
YAHRZEIT
LISTING
Yahrzeit begins the
evening before the day
listed. The names of
departed loved ones are
memorialized at Shabbat
services the week prior to
the Yahrzeit observance.

Temple Beth El

Tuesday, December 15
Beryl Sherman, mother
Marylyn Reichenthal,
grandmother

Monday, December 21
Evelyn Epstein, uncle
Hilde Month, husband
Eileen Harris, father

Wednesday, December 16
Tana Dardik, father
Jodie Frisch, mother

Tuesday, December 22
Steven Eisner, mother
Wednesday, December 23
Robert Matlin, father
Howard Robbins, mother
Vera Solodky, mother
Ralph Taber, grandfather

Wednesday, December 2
Linda Hutt, father
Bernie Shire, father

Friday, December 25
Diane Penchansky ,
grandmother
Sandy Frey, father
Lynn Brooks, mother

Thursday, December 3
Michele Matlin, father
Bob Brosbe, grandmother
Dave Ehrlich, sister

Sunday, December 27
Nina Stein, father

Friday, December 4
Numa Lavy, mother
Saturday, December 5
Stephen Kadushin, aunt
Robert Matlin
,
mother

Wednesday, December 9
Elizabeth Hausner, mother
Marylyn Reichenthal,
mother
Robert Zuckerman, father
Steven Zuckerman, father
Sunday, December 13
Jay Reichenthal, father
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Monday, December 28
John Wolf, sister
Hal Koplin, aunt
Thursday, December 17
Robert Ruder, aunt
Friday, December 18
Beverly Rubin, father
Saturday, December 19
Lloyd Goldfarb, mother
Scott Lerner, grandmother
Sunday, December 20
Sandford Frisch, father

Tuesday, December 29
Alan Glazer, father

Thursday, December 31
Joel Samitt, mother
Scott Lerner, grandfather
Eli Natan, mother
Eileen Harris, mother
Amy Weisman, father
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DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
Tuesday, December 1st
Joanne Goldfarb
Saturday, December 5th
Fran Rayner
Sunday, December 6th
Eileen Lewis
Michael Sherman
Monday, December 7th
Louise Pomerantz
Saturday, December 12th
Carole Gore
Sunday, December 13th
Lauren Firestone
Tuesday, December 15th
Scott Lerner
Thursday, December 17th
Murray Mall
Friday, December 18th
Allan Gore
Saturday, December 19th
Alan Manheim
Mark Naudain
Wednesday, December 23rd
Alyson Gleiberman
Sunday, December 27th
Edna Naveh
Monday December 28th
Cindy Pavlica
Marc Weiner
Thursday, December 31st
Irving Liss
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
EVERYONE!
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MESSAGE FROM
RABBI RAMI

What Book Do We Read on
Hanukkah?
By Rabbi Rami Pavolotzky
Most Jewish holidays have a
biblical book associated with
them. For example, on Purim
we read the Book of Esther,
and on the fast of Tisha B’Av
we read the Book of
Lamentations. These books
were picked by the rabbis
because their content is
directly related to the main
story of each festival.
There are other festivals in
which we read biblical books.
However, the contents of
these books are not related to
the history of the specific
festivals, but to their meaning,
or symbolism. For example, on
Yom Kippur we read the Book
of Jonah, on Pesach we read
the Song of Songs, and on
Shavuot we read the Book of
Ruth. In some cases, the
connection of the book to the
holiday is even less obvious,
like when we read the Book of
Ecclesiastes on Sukkot.
Now that we are getting closer
to celebrating Hanukkah, you
may wonder why we do not

Temple Beth El

read a Biblical book on
Hanukkah. Certainly, it is not
because of the lack of time.
Hanukkah lasts for eight days
and Hanukkah services are not
particularly long. So, why didn’t
the rabbis designate a book for
Hanukkah? Couldn’t they find a
suitable book for this holiday?
Well, there are, in fact, two
biblical books that would fit
perfectly for a Hanukkah
reading, since they both narrate
the story of Hanukkah. The only
problem with them? They are
“biblical,” but they are not
included in the Jewish biblical
books. Does this sound
confusing? Let me explain this
to you.

The First and Second Books of
Maccabees include very
detailed accounts of the battles
of Judah Maccabee and his
brothers for the liberation of
Judea from foreign domination.
These books also include the
earliest references to the story
of Hanukkah and the
rededication of the Temple.
They sound like a great pick for
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a Hanukkah reading. Why did
the rabbis not pick them? Well,
simply because these two
wonderful books are not part of
the Tanach, the Hebrew Bible.
The question is, why not?
The selection (also called the
canonization) of books to be
included in the Hebrew Bible is
thought to have been
accomplished at the Council of
Jamnia (Hebrew: Yavneh),
around the year 90 C.E. This
theory, though, has lost
adherents in recent years.
Although some of the debates
about what books should be
part of the Tanach do appear in
later rabbinic literature,
scholars can only speculate on
why some books were excluded
from the Jewish canon and
others were included.

We do not know exactly why
the rabbis did not consider
some books to be divinely
inspired or as holy as others
biblical books. However, we
know that is why they preferred
not to include them in the
Hebrew Bible. Surprisingly,
many of these writings do
appear in a category of
documents known as the
Apocrypha. The apocryphal
writings contain books that
were not included in the biblical
canon. It is in this collection that
we find the books of the
Maccabees.
First and Second Books of
Maccabees were included in the
Septuagint, the Greek
translation of the Hebrew Bible
originally prepared for the
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Jewish community of
Alexandria. However, the
Septuagint became the basis of
the official version of the Bible
for the nascent Christian
Church. Ironically, the Books of
Maccabees survived because
they became part of the
Christian canon. Once this
Christian canonization occurred,
these books no longer were
included in the Hebrew Bible.
They therefore became lost to
the Jewish world for many
centuries.

There are a few theories that try
to explain the exclusion of the
Books of Maccabees from the
Hebrew Bible. Some think that
it can be traced to the political
rivalry that existed during the
late Second Temple Period
between the Sadducees and the
Pharisees. The Sadducees were
a priestly class which included
the Maccabees and were in
charge of the Temple. They
openly rejected some of the
oral interpretations of the
Pharisees from whom the rabbis
descended. The Maccabees
were a priestly family, while the
rabbis descended from the
Pharisees. Perhaps this is why
the Books were not included in
the Hebrew Bible.

Temple Beth El

Other scholars noted that the
Books of Maccabees describe the
revolt led by the Maccabean
family against a Syrian king. Years
later, the rabbis found themselves
with the Temple destroyed and
Jerusalem lost after the Jewish
revolt against the Romans.
Perhaps the rabbis felt uneasy
promoting a text that described
the successful outcome of a
Jewish revolt. The Romans would
not like the popularization of such
a text.
In any case, the first two books of
the Maccabees were not accepted
as part of the Hebrew Bible.
Therefore, they never have been
considered an option for the
rabbis for Hanukkah. In fact, many
later Jewish sages did not even
know about the existence of these
books.

Today, the Books of Maccabees
are studied by Jewish scholars,
but they still are not considered as
fitting into Jewish religious
frames. That is unlikely to change
any time soon, and probably
never will. Therefore, we will
continue to celebrate Hanukkah
as we have for hundreds of years.
We will enjoy the beautiful lights
of the Menorah. We will eat
delicious traditional food. We will
spend wonderful time together
with family and friends. But we
will have to do so without any
traditional or associated biblical
book to read during the festival!
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PRINCIPLES’ MESSAGE

Rabbis Daniela & Rami
Principals of the Temple
Beth El Religious School
On Sunday, November 8th, we
had the monthly outdoors in
person day. Fortunately, it was a
sunny day and we all enjoyed it
very much. The four classes of
the school (Gan, Tzedek, Mitzvah
and Hebrew High) had a class on
Jewish studies, and after that
they all got together for the last
10 minutes for a special activity.
You can see some pictures of
that day below.
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On Sunday, November 22nd we
had the annual Grandparents/
Special Persons Day through
Zoom from 10:30 to noon. It was
a beautiful program, with many
grandparents and family friends
joining us.

The rest of the Sundays of the
month of November we had
“regular” day of classes through
Zoom. We thank parents for
helping us with technical
support for the virtual classes.

At the beginning, a student from
each family introduced his/her
guests. Then, the four classes of
the Religious School did a
presentation about the topic they
had been studying during the last
weeks in Judaic Studies. Gan class
presented “the Story of Noah”
led by Morah Bess Landau,
Tzedek class presented “the
Jewish Calendar” led by Morah
Alyson Rhoads, Mitzvah class
presented “Becoming a Bat /Bar
Mitzvah” led by Morah Becky
Rhoads, and Hebrew High Class
presented “Jewish Religious
Movements” led by Rabbi Rami.
Thank you, Morim, for your
wonderful work!

On Sunday, December 6th, if
the weather allows us, we will
have our next monthly
outdoors in person day.

After the presentations, we had a
trivia game with the students and
their guests. The questions were
based on the content of the
presentations of the students. At
the end, we sang together the
song “Mi She-Tov Lo VeSameach” (If you’re happy and
you know it), reflecting on the
happy things we still can do and
enjoy even during this pandemic
time. It was very nice to share a
morning of learning and had a
good time with our students and
their grandparents and family
friends. We want to thank the
parents for your special effort to
invite your family and friends to
this program.

Remember we will have a
Hanukkah Get Together at
Temple Beth El on Sunday,
December 13th at 5:00 pm.
Please join us for an in person
outdoors short program that
will include candle lighting and
have a good time together
Rabbis Daniela Szuster and
Rami Pavolotzky
Temple Beth El Religious
School Principals
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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

STEVEN F. GORDON
It’s hard to believe the end of the
year is upon us. There are plenty
of programs going on at Temple
Beth El (besides services), all of
which you can read about in the
weekly emails. I would particularly
like to point out that Maya
Greenshpan has started a teen
program primarily organized and
run by our teens. They are doing a
reading marathon and working
with Jill Sherman and the Rabbis
on the Collaborative Mitzvah
Project to collect clothing along
with the Council of Churches.
Please show them your support.
Sue Wolf, the recent JFS Jean
Feldstein award winner, is
organizing our annual food service
for the needy at the First Reform
church. Instead of cooking and
serving, we need financial
contributions and volunteers for
shlepping and packing bags for
the Grab and Go, a one-day
commitment for the greater
community.
Fortunately, our High Holiday
greeting and commercial
advertisements replaced the
financial stress from not having a
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Food Festival. The Life Long
Learning Committee is
sponsoring a documentary film,
“Dreaming of a Jewish Christmas”

that can be viewed in the
comfort of your home from
December 25 through January
1, followed by a discussion
coffee hour on January 6. There
is no charge for this program.
We are asking you to “pay
what you want.” ALL of the
proceeds will benefit the
Lancaster Food Hub and those
in need. Please consider the
highest mitzvah of Tzedakah
possible.
On the home front, the Rabbis
have asked, and the Board of
Directors agreed to extend
their contract by one year to
allow more time to navigate
this uncertain time.

The Board of Directors also
awarded a Lifetime Honorary
Membership to Beryl Sherman
and a one-year Honorary
Membership to Linda and Gary
Kogon. These honors are
awarded to deserving
members that have
exemplified distinguished and
outstanding contributions to
Temple Beth El through the
years.
Finally, please make sure that
we see you at the outdoor,
masked, socially distanced
Menorah lighting at our
Hanukkah get together on
Sunday, December 13.
Chag Sameach Hanukkah
Happy & safe New Year to all

Steven F. Gordon

Temple Beth El
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Congratulations!
Honorary
Memberships
Awarded
Honorary memberships
have been awarded to
these deserving members
that have exemplified &
distinguished themselves
with outstanding
contributions to Temple
Beth El through the
years.

Lifetime Honorary
Membership

Beryl Sherman
One Year Honorary
Membership

Linda & Gary Kogon

December Shabbat Sponsor
David Ehrlich is the Kiddush & Oneg Sponsor for December in honor of
Louise Pomerantz 99th Birthday on Monday, Dec 7th! Her new address is
1520 Harrisburg Pike, Landis Run 117 Lancaster PA 17601
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for 64 years until his passing in
2007.

Get to know Louise
Pomerantz!
Louise Kass was born December 7,
1921 in Atlanta. She moved to
Piedmont, Alabama as a young girl
when her father purchased a dry
goods general store there.

Piedmont was a tiny town whose
economy revolved around textile
mills and a military base nearby.
The Kass store was one of two
Jewish-owned stores in the town.
Louise and her family continued to
maintain their Jewish identity even
though they had to travel to
Atlanta a couple of hours by car to
attend synagogue, religious school,
and buy kosher food.

Louise and Frank eventually settled
in Rye, New York where they raised
their children Jerry and Beth. She
returned to college as a working
adult and mother and received her
Bachelor’s degree. She also
became a Bat Mitzvah as an adult.
Louise spent her career working for
the school district in Rye as an
assistant to the superintendent.
After retiring from that position,
she became a pre-school teacher
for a number of years.
In 2005 she and Frank moved to
Lancaster to be closer to their
daughter Beth and her family and
they became members of Temple
Beth El.
She now resides in Mennonite
Home, where she will celebrate her
99th birthday on December 7th !
Her address is: Mennonite Home,
1520 Harrisburg Pike, Landis Run
117, Lancaster, PA 17601.

Jewish Family Service of
Lancaster continues to
operate remotely during the
pandemic.

Actual Ad from the Piedmont
Journal March 31, 1928
Louise attended the University of
Alabama for two years and then,
when World War II broke out, she
moved with friends to Washington,
D.C. where she took a job with the
Department of the Navy. It was in
Washington that she met Frank
Pomerantz, who was her husband

The durable medical equipment
loan closet has a small stock of
wheel chairs, walker, bed side
commodes and other equipment
at an off site location but available
to those in need. If you know of a
person/family in need of such an
item, please respond to the email
or phone number below .
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Having difficulties due
to Covid-19? Help is
available!
There are several resources
in the community and within our Temple that you can
access for confidential assistance.
Among them are:

Jewish Family Service of
Lancaster
(717) 537-1863
jfshelps@jfslancaster.org

Temple Beth El’s Chesed
Committee
(717) 581-7891
office@tbelancaster.org

Rabbis’ Discretionary
Fund
Call or email Rabbis or
office (717) 581-7891)
office@tbelancaster.org

United Way of Lancaster
County information and
referral health and human services helpline
(Dial 2-1-1)
Please stay safe and
healthy!
Robin Adler Chair

www.jfslancaster.org
jfshelps@jfslancaster.org
(717) 537-1863

Temple Beth El
Chesed Committee
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Jay Reichenthal - In memory of
Susan Morris on her Yahrzeit
Mark and Joan Weiner– In
memory of Michael Gleiberman
Michael and Jill Sherman

SISTERHOOD
CARD LIST
IN HONOR OF:
Sue Wolf - Jean Feldstein
Volunteer of the Year Award
Carol Gleiberman
Deena and Alan Hertz
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KIDDUSH & ONEG
SPONSOR MONTH OF
DECEMBER
In honor of Louise Pomerantz
on her 99th Birthday!
David Ehrlich

GENERAL FUND
In memory of Abaham Eisner
Steve Eisner

CHESED FUND
In honor of Adam Wilikofsky's
mother, Rita Wilikofsky
Steve and Randi Jacobs

IN MEMORY OF:
Louis Kahanowitz

PLEASE BE SURE TO
SEND DONATIONS TO
OUR NEW MAILING
ADDRESS!

Marjorie and Bob Ruder
Albie Brandow – father of Cindy
Flynn
Deena and Alan Hertz
Albie Brandow – father of Lori
Wilcox
Deena and Alan Hertz

Temple Beth El Lancaster
PO BOX 727
East Petersburg PA
17520-0727

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
IN HONOR OF:
Dolly Shuster - on receiving the
PBA Civil and Equal Rights
Champion Award
Shellie and Steve Gordon

RABBIS
DISCRETIONARY
FUND
Nancy Kosowsky - in memory of
Earl Kosowsky
Randi and Steve Jacobs - in
memory of Michael Gleiberman

YAHRZEIT FUND
In memory of Ida Pincus
Stewart & Nadine Abowitz

In memory of Abe & Edith Ziff
Sandy Weekes
In memory of Matthew Margolis
Marvin Margolis & Renee
Hartman
In memory of Lance Leon Lobel
Rosette Lobel

DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
Saturday, December 26th
Edna & Zvi Naveh
55th Anniversary
Monday, December 28th
Joanne & Lloyd Goldfarb
46th Anniversary
Tuesday, December 29th
Randi & Steven Jacobs

