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Mission Statement
The mission of Temple Beth El is to
provide a house of Conservative
Jewish worship which fosters
spiritual fulfillment, Jewish theology
life-long Jewish education, and
community support throughout the
cycles of the seasons.
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The Temple remains closed and all our programs (with the
exception of our online programs) have been canceled.
We are following the recommendations of the CDC, the Pennsylvania
Department of Health and Governor Wolf and will continue monitoring
this situation. We will notify you our members and friends when it is
determined to be safe to resume all of our programs.
The Rabbis will be working remotely for the foreseeable future
In the event you need to contact them during this time, here is their
contact information:
Rabbi Daniela danielaszuster@yahoo.com.ar (717) 618-2388
Rabbi Rami ramipavolotzky@gmail.com(717) 618-2383
The Temple Office remains closed BUT work is continuing remotely. Rich
is still getting the mail and checking the office voicemail and email. We are
also still processing donations and financial commitment payments and
Rich is always available via email. Please email the office at
office@tbelancaster.org with any questions or concerns.

Preparing for my Bat-Mitzvah has been challenging because the preparation has all
been online. My Saba has been helping me with my haftorah and blessings.
During the past several years, I have been creating art and trying out different
mediums. Music surrounded me my entire life, so 2 ½ years ago, I decided to play
an instrument!
For my mitzvah project, I will be partnering with the Sertoma Club of York by
helping test preschoolers' hearing. Due to Covid 19, I will not help with this right
now, but I will in the future. My Parsha is Vak-Yak-Hel, and you will hear more
about it on my Bat-Mitzvah day. Due to Covid, we will not be able to meet in
person/ in the synagogue.
My Bat-Mitzvah will be on zoom. On Saturday, during the regular Shabbat Service,
I will be leading part of the service in the synagogue. Then on Sunday, speeches,
my Dvar Torah, and more will be on zoom!
Abby
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PRINCIPLES’ MESSAGE

Rabbis Daniela & Rami
Principals of the Temple
Beth El Religious School
After winter break, we have
resumed Religious School on
Sunday, January 10th.
On Sunday, January 16th,
Tzedek and Mitzvah classes had
a special time to reflect on
Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy
amid our current time during
their morning service. The
Hebrew High had a special class
that Sunday about Judaism and
Civil Rights, Equality, and Social
Action.
We recently modified the
schedule of classes in order to
have more time for Hebrew
classes. We believe this
adjustment is going to benefit
the learning of Hebrew for our
students.
Soon we are going to get ready
for Purim. Please, start thinking
of your costumes!

Rabbis Daniela Szuster and
Rami Pavolotzky
Temple Beth El Religious
School Principals

Temple Beth El

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

STEVEN F. GORDON
Shalom khaverim.
I hope this article finds everyone
safe and well.
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contributors for the First Reform
Church GrabnGo, a Covid inspired
replacement event for our serving
meals during Christmas. She also
contacted Arch Street Center, a
program for adults living with
serious mental illness, to donate
leftover food from our cancelled
Food Festival. Together with Linda
Hutt, they schlepped the goodies
to a grateful non for profit.
January alone has been a busy
month. The Rabbis organized our
second annual International
Holocaust Remembrance Day,
honoring the six million Jewish
victims of the Holocaust and
millions of other victims of
Nazism. The event included four
Pastors from neighboring
churches. Each gave moving
remarks with poems read by
young adults from each religious
institution. The Zoom event had
attendance of 77 people from
around the county. I understand
at least one church had 15-20
watching on a monitor. Quite an
accomplishment during Covid. A
big thank you to Rich Repkoe, our
Office Manager, for getting the
word out to the media. We had all
day coverage of an interview with
our Rabbis from Fox 43 television.
The evening news coverage of the
event was broadcasted by both
Fox 43 and WGAL.

Let me start by telling you that one
of the primary goals of the Board of
Directors is to be out and visible in
the community. We are well on our
way, starting with the successful
teen Mitzvah project clothing drive.
It was followed by fundraising for
the Lancaster Food Hub with a “pay
what you want to donate” for the
movie, Dreaming a Jewish
Christmas. I am proud to report
that we raised almost $3,000 to
help those in need during this
terrible Covid pandemic. This
follows the allocation of $1,000 to
the Lancaster Food Hub and $1,000
to the Emerald Foundation for
personal protective equipment
We also had a virtual Tu B’Shevat
earlier this year.
seder where the Rabbi’s explained
Sue Wolf was honored as recipient the different components of the
of the Jean Feldstein Volunteer of
seder along with appropriate
the Year award by Jewish Family
prayers. A short video showed
Service. She continued her
how the holiday and mitzvah of
volunteerism in the community by planting trees is celebrated in
organizing the volunteers and
Israel. Israel is the only place in
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the world where there are more
trees today than 100 years ago.
Every forest was hand planted.
150 nature reserves and 65
national parks. Seventy five
percent of Israel’s wastewater is
used in agriculture, the highest
in the world! Israel was going
green before it was cool. It was
also good to see our past
President, Gary Kogon in
attendance.
On a different subject, Temple
Beth El, while not physically
attended, is in need of some
repairs. We replaced the HVAC
unit in the kitchen and the lights
shining on the front of the
building stone is in disrepair. In
the spring, that same stone will
need to be power washed. If
anyone is interested, many of
the shrubs in the front of the
building need to be replaced.
Please let me know if you are
either interested in doing the
work or help in hiring a
contractor.
I have been asked why we
haven’t had a spotlighted
Congregant in the monthly
bulletin. The answer is simple.
Active solicitation has proven to
be quite time consuming. If any
member wants to brag about
themselves and their family,
please let me know. Also, if
anyone is interested, we could
also have a “kibbutz” or gossip
column of the travels, family
nachos, and tribulations of our
member’s families. This would
require a central person to
collect and publish these events.
For example, the Di Giulio/

Temple Beth El

Greenshpan family became
naturalized US citizens: Alan Glazer
spent extended time with Gwen,
Jared, and Lev in New York, Gary
Kogon is back home and
recovering. My apologies to
others, and I know there are many,
that I have forgotten or am not
aware of .
I know it is difficult, but for those
who haven’t received a Covid
vaccination, I urge you to do so.
We will continue to wear masks,
wash our hands, social distance,
and not attend large gatherings.
Unfortunately, it looks this will
continue until early fall, but I am
optimistic we can have in person
High Holiday services this year.
Only time will tell.
L’hitraot,

Steven F. Gordon

Dear members of the community,
We are the Community Mitzvah Club,
a group of teens who want to make
our community better everyday. We
want to create a project involving the
senior citizens of our Beth El
community. We would love to get to
know you through a series of
interviews and share your stories in a
mini-documentary. If you would like
to participate or know someone who
would like to participate, please
contact us at:

noam.digiulio@gmail.com
Thank you, The Community Mitzvah
Club
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MESSAGE FROM
RABBI RAMI

Teaching about Judaism at JP
McCaskey High School in
Lancaster
By Rabbi Rami Pavolotzky
For the last three years I have
been invited as a guest speaker to
the class IB World Religions at JP
McCaskey High School in
Lancaster. I usually talk to 1-3
different classes each year about
Judaism in general and
Conservative Judaism in
particular. Weeks after the classes
I receive emails or phone calls
from students who have chosen to
write their final paper for the
course on Judaism's view about a
specific topic.
During January’s Board of
Directors meeting, I mentioned
that I had been at McCaskey
(virtually, this time) the previous
months and that I was working
with some students. Dolly Shuster,
who is a member of the Board,
suggested to me that I should
write an article for the bulletin, so
members can be aware of this.
You are reading that article!
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I asked Mr. Adam Wood, who
teaches the class, to write a few
lines about the course and my
participation. He wrote some
very kind words that I want to
share with you now,
“I would like to make you aware of
the wonderful partnership that I have
found with working with Rabbi Rami
over the last few years. I teach IB
World Religions at JP McCaskey High
School in Lancaster. The class that I
teach covers the following nine
religions - Hinduism, Buddhism,
Sikhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam,
Taoism, Jainism, and Baha'i Faith. The
class seeks to answer the following
three fundamental questions for all
the above religions:
- What is the human condition?
- Where are we going?
- How do we get there?
In addition, the class seeks to promote
global awareness and teach tolerance
to become a more global citizen. It
focuses on 5 key themes for all the
religions: theme 1 - rituals, theme 2 sacred texts, theme 3 - doctrines/
beliefs, theme 4 - religious experience,
and theme 5 - ethics and moral
conduct. The course also seeks to
understand differences within a
particular religion of study.
Rabbi Rami has been a wonderful
addition to the guest speaker list that I
use to speak to the students every
year. His calm demeanor and patience
with the high school students should
be noted as commendable. The
students have after every visit by
Rabbi Rami come away with a better
understanding of Judaism. This has
also been evident in how they have
scored in their college level
assessments at the end of the year.
Rabbi Rami also makes time to help
students with their IA (Independent
Assessment) project. Students have to
research a religious question of their
choice on any religion. Rabbi Rami has

Temple Beth El

often been cited in IA reports for Judaism
along with other Rabbi's in the
community such as Rabbi Paskoff of
Congregation Shaarai Shomayim.
It has been a pleasure working with
Rabbi Rami over the past few years. I
know the classes have benefited
tremendously from his time and
commitment with working with the
youth of Lancaster. I look forward to
working with him in the years ahead.”

I have to say that it has also been a
pleasure for me. Students are
smart and curious, and they
research topics that I don’t get to
talk/teach a lot at the Temple. In
this sense, I have benefitted from
this collaboration.
In addition, I think that educating
the general community on Judaism
is an important task. Even very
intelligent students tend to have a
very limited knowledge and
understanding of Judaism. Most of
the students are completely
ignorant about Judaism or, worst,
have prejudices about it. I like to
humbly think that my classes and
work with individual students have
an impact in how the community
relates to Judaism and Jews. And
even when I know that it is a very
tiny impact, I still think it is
definitely worth it.
I would also like to mention that
twice I found Jewish students in
the classes, and that both times
they were members of Temple
Beth El! The students were Galy Di
Giulio and Miriam Lerner. I am
sure that having a speaker talking
about Judaism, being it me or any
other Jewish speaker, impacted
their Jewish identity and their
relationship with their non-Jewish
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classmates, who are of course
the big majority of their classes.
I am looking forward to
continuing this partnership with
IB World Religions at JP
McCaskey High School. I also
hope to find more opportunities
to talk about Judaism with the
general community in Lancaster,
like the International Holocaust
Remembrance Day, the Jewish
Food Festival, visits to churches
and hopefully new
opportunities that will appear in
the future.

Dear members of Temple
Beth El,
It is important for us to pray
for all those who are in
need of healing in our
community. That is why we
need to keep our
congregational Mi
Sheberach list up to date.
We are going to start with
a new list at Shabbat
services on February 13th.
If you would like a name put
onto this new list to be read
at synagogue, please
contact the Temple office,
and provide the Hebrew
and English name.
Remember that for the
Hebrew name we need the
name of the person who is
ill and her/his parents
(preferably the mother's
name). If you have any
questions, please contact
the rabbis.

Come dressed in costumes for the whole program. We will share the screen with the Siddur and
the Megillah. We will have some time for good Jewish humor. Members are encouraged to tell
one or two family-friendly Jewish jokes in less than a minute!

To register for this ZOOM event PLEASE REGISTER HERE!
To register to tell some jokes PLEASE REGISTER HERE!

Go online to www.happypurim.com using the personal
login code emailed to you on Jan 11 through
purimbags@tbelancaster.org. (preferred method) or use the
link to print a paper copy to place your order. The extended
deadline for ordering is February 5th so ACT NOW.
Contact Linda Hutt at purimbags@tbelancaster.org with any
questions. Hag Purim Sameach! If you prefer to skip the
Shalach Manot food treats and just receive your greeting
card, or if you need your box sent somewhere other than
your regular mailing address, PLEASE notify Pam Lessans
at klessans@comcast.net.

Click Here to Download Paper Ordering Form
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BIRTHDAYS
February 3rd
Bob Bernieri
February 4th
Scott Buffa
Rich Friedman
February 7th
Greg Weekes
February 8 th
Reagan Buffa
Leonard Kallman
Eileen Wong
February 9th
Scott Fix
February 11th
Steve Jacobs
Joshua Sofian
Martha Welzant
February 12th
Alyssa Gottlieb
Jay Reichenthal
February 15th
Gordon Hutt
Abigail Patashna
February 17th
Abbey Harris
February 19th
Toveah Mirot
Lori Taber
Eric Zuckerman
February 21st
Abshalom Cooper
February 22nd
Jessica Weiner
February 23rd
Hilde Month
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FEBRUARY MONTHLY
YAHRZEIT LISTING

Yahrzeit begins the
evening before the day
listed. The names of
departed loved ones are
memorialized at Shabbat
services the week prior to
the Yahrzeit observance.

Wednesday, February 17th
Richard Friedman, father
Andrea Shiroff, father
Jerrold Harris, father
Thursday, February 18th
Stephen Kadushin, grandfather
Eileen Lewis, uncle
Friday, February 19th
Edna Naveh, brother

Temple Beth El’s
Chesed Committee
(717) 581-7891

Sunday, February 7th
Irving Liss, mother
Tuesday, February 9th
Beryl Sherman, sister
Chuck Paul, father

Saturday, February 13th
Dave Ehrlich, aunt
Alan Hertz, mother
Sunday, February 14th
Scott Lerner, grandmother
Monday, February 15th
Gary Kogon, grandfather
Tuesday, February 16th
Steven Gordon, father
Fran Rayner, mother
Sue Wolf, father

There are several resources in the community
and within our Temple
that you can access for
confidential assistance.

jfshelps@jfslancaster.org

Saturday, February 6th
Elizabeth Hausner, father

Friday, February 12th
Adam Levine, mother

Having difficulties
due to Covid-19?
Help is available!

Jewish Family Service
of Lancaster
(717) 537-1863

Tuesday, February 2nd
Ken Firestone, father

Thursday, February 11th
Ken Firestone, brother
Richard Lavy, mother
Debbie Rubin, mother
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Among them are:

Monday, February 1st
Jeffrey Edelson, grandfather
Steven Kleinman, brother

Wednesday, February 10th
Beverly Rubin, mother

Temple Beth El

office@tbelancaster.org

Saturday, February 20th
Sheila Cohen, father
Fran Rayner, father
Tuesday February 23rd
Steven Finkel, father
Friday February 26th
Janet Gitomer, sister
Robert Ruder, father
Saturday, February 27th
Joel Eigen, mother
Stephen Kadushin, uncle
Sunday, February 28th
Caryl Buffa, father

Rabbis’ Discretionary
Fund
Call or email Rabbis or
office (717) 581-7891)
office@tbelancaster.org

United Way of Lancaster County information
and referral health and
human services helpline (Dial 2-1-1)
Please stay safe and
healthy!
Robin Adler Chair
Temple Beth El
Chesed Committee
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SISTERHOOD
CARD LIST
In Memory of:
Gordon Waldorf
Tobi and Bob Sherman

Mazel Tov:
Louise Pomerantz - Happy
belated 99th Birthday
Michele and Bob Matlin
Carolyn and Steve Kleinman
Birth of your 4th grandchild,
granddaughter Sophie Abigail
Kleinman
Sheila Cohen

Temple Beth El

BIRTHDAY DONATION
A donation has been made to the
Lancaster Food Hub in Honor of
Shellie Gordon’s Birthday
Joanne Goldfarb
Joan Goldman
Michele Matlin
Margaret Parker

PURIM DONATION
To those in need.
Steve Finkel

RABBIS
DISCRETIONARY
FUND

Joan and Gary Goldman – Birth
of grandson Bradley Marciao
Goldman
Sheila Cohen

Gary and Linda Kogon - Wishes
for Gary's renewed health and
he is in our prayers!
Joanne Goldfarb

Get well:

FEBRUARY SHABBAT
SPONSOR

Gary Kogon
Joan and Gary Goldman
Sheila Cohen
Evy Epstein
Sandy and Greg Weekes

YAHRZEIT FUND
In memory of Anita Eisner
Steven B. Eisner
In memory of Louis Weisman
Amy Weisman

In memory of Shirley Matluck
Chris & Lynn Brooks
In memory of my mother
Shirley Bloom and husband
Barney Epstein
Evy Epstein
In honor of family Yahrzeits
Caryl Buffa
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Thank you to Dolly
Shuster & Jeffrey Edelson
who are the Oneg &
Kiddush sponsor for
February - in honor of the
birthdays of their son-in-law
Joshua Sofian and
granddaughters Isla and Iris
Edelson and their grandson
Tavian Edelson.
FEBRUARY
ANNIVERSARIES

February 4th- Nina &
Earl Stein 53rd
February 14th - Alyson &
Rodney Gleiberman 23rd

Note from Gary &
Linda Kogon
We are thankful to you for
your well wishes and
prayers. We are home in
Lancaster and Gary is being
treated by chemotherapy
at the Barshinger Cancer
Institute.
Gary is working hard at
physical therapy and is
starting cognitive speech
therapy this week. We
enjoy virtual visits with our
friends, children and
especially our
grandchildren. Most
importantly, please
continue to keep us in your
prayers. We appreciate
each and every one. We
will continue to keep you
posted when time allows.
Gary and Linda Kogon
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Temple Beth El
Supports Local
Center with Food
Donation
It’s hard to believe that this
time a year ago, the Food
Festival Committee was hard at
work cooking and freezing for
the May 2020 Food Festival.
Not wanting that food to go to
waste, we had a great response
to our delicacies being
purchased by our congregants.
But many of our larger size
items – full trays of kugel, 6
quart containers of chicken
soup, and trays of dessert –
remained, as we had fewer
guests in our homes. We’ve
been searching for places in
the community to make use of
this hearty food. Thanks to Sue
Wolf’s efforts, we found such a
place!
The Arch Street Center is a
membership-based day
program for adults living with
serious mental illness. Even
during the pandemic, they
continue to support their
members, serving roughly 70
meals each weekday. Our soup,

Temple Beth El

cooked carrots, kugels and pastries
went a long way toward their
weekly efforts. Additionally, we
donated 10 pounds of rice left
over from the GrabNGo meal we
provided on December 22nd at the
First Reformed Church on Orange
Street. As Sue pointed out, our
landsman, Maurice Sendak, would
applaud our donation - Chicken
Soup with Rice is nice!
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Temple Beth El
Food Hub Donations

Many thanks to volunteers,
contributors and encouragers.
All 60 bags prepared were
picked up or distributed by car.
Remaining Chili was frozen for
First Reformed Church to use
in the future.

Joanne & Lloyd Goldfarb
Joan Goldman
Michele & Bob Matlin
Margaret Parker
Lawrence Lerner
Susan & John Wolf
Lynn & Chris Brooks
Rabbis Rami & Daniela
Sheila Cohen
Francine & Hal Koplin
Alan & Deena Hertz
Richard & Rosalind Braunstein
Tanya Myers
Dean & Elizabeth Campbell
Allan & Nan Geller
Steve & Carolyn Kleinman
Joan & Gary Goldman
Dolly Shuster & Jeffrey Edelson
Edward Weinstein
Ellen Gewen
Jenelle Janci
Ernesto Jose
Edward Finkelstein
Eli & Marcie Natan
H. Diane Penchansky
Eileen & Lam Wong
Sue Wolf
Helene & Len Kallman
Steven Finkel
Becky Rhoads
Robin Adler
Randi & Steve Jacobs
Bob & Michele Matlin
Brian Black
Maya Greenshpan
John Torbett Jr
Philip Sailor
Harry Wimer
Mort Rostolsky
Lynn & Chris Brooks
Toveah Mirot
Linda & Gordon Hutt
Gail Riegler
Alan Glazer
Joel & Joan Samitt

On behalf of Social Action,
Sue Wolf

THANK YOU!

Due to their space limitations,
there still remain several whole
kugels in our freezer. After tasting
our Jewish soul-food, we are sure
they will accept more in the near
future! The staff at Arch Street was
very happy and thankful when
accepting our food donations. The
kitchen crew was particularly
excited to keep our large plastic
soup containers for future use.
Many thanks to Sue for facilitating
this mitzvah!

GrabN’Go Meal

All events require pre-registration with Zoom

All events require pre-registration with Zoom

Irma Stern and..., Sunday, February 14 at 7:00
pm register here. To order books at a 20% discount and
with fast & free shipping click here. To sponsor one or
more of our upcoming author events click here.

Red Sea Spies, Wednesday, February 17 at noon register
here. To order books at a 20% discount and with fast & free
shipping click here.,To sponsor one or more of our
upcoming author events click here.

