PO Box 727 East Petersburg PA
17520-0727
office@tbelancaster.org
(717) 581-7891

www.tbelancaster.org

Volume 73, No. 4

Tevet - Shevat 5781

January 2021

Mission Statement
The mission of Temple Beth El is to
provide a house of Conservative
Jewish worship which fosters
spiritual fulfillment, Jewish theology
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The Temple remains closed and all our programs (with the
exception of our online programs) have been canceled.
We are following the recommendations of the CDC, the Pennsylvania
Department of Health and Governor Wolf and will continue monitoring
this situation. We will notify you our members and friends when it is
determined to be safe to resume all of our programs.
The Rabbis will be working remotely for the foreseeable future
In the event you need to contact them during this time, here is their
contact information:
Rabbi Daniela danielaszuster@yahoo.com.ar (717) 618-2388
Rabbi Rami ramipavolotzky@gmail.com(717) 618-2383
The Temple Office remains closed BUT work is continuing remotely. Rich
is still getting the mail and checking the office voicemail and email. We are
also still processing donations and financial commitment payments and
Rich is always available via email. Please email the office at
office@tbelancaster.org with any questions or concerns.

Photos from Temple Beth El’s
Hanukkah gathering.
Thank you for making this a success!
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PRINCIPLES’ MESSAGE

Rabbis Daniela & Rami
Principals of the Temple
Beth El Religious School

Temple Beth El

classes will continue studying their the Temple.
different topics.
It is also the time to consider
We wish our students and families those less fortunate than many of
us. The pandemic has left many
a relaxing and healthy winter
without jobs and financially in
break. Classes will resume on
need. Our teens, with the
Sunday, January 10th.
Rabbis Daniela Szuster and Rami leadership of our Rabbis, Jill
Sherman, and Maya Greenshpan
Pavolotzky
have had a successful clothing
Temple Beth El Religious School
drive. However, many have been
Principals
left behind with little or no food
on the table. This should not
PRESIDENT’S
happen in our country.
MESSAGE

December was a short month,
because we started our two
week-long winter break at the
end of the month. Still, we took
advantage of every class we
had.
We had scheduled our last in
person outdoors program of the
year on Sunday, December 6th,
but we had to replace it with a
“Zoom Sunday morning” due to
cold weather. We will have to
wait until March, once the
weather hopefully gets warmer,
to have outdoor programs
again.
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STEVEN F. GORDON

As we have just finished the
Festival of Hanukkah, we need to
continue to keep the light of the
candles glowing into the New Year.
We’ve survived the challenges of
2020 and the greatest health crisis
The four classes of the Religious in our lifetime. The miracle of
School have started new topic
approved vaccines is finally here.
units during this month. Gan
This will hopefully lead us to the
(preschool) started studying the end of the Covid pandemic. I
different blessings we say before strongly urge you to take the
and after eating. Tzedek (K-4)
vaccine so we can create herd
started studying the Biblical
immunity, and eventually slow
stories of our patriarch Jacob.
down and eradicate this
Mitzvah (5-7) has started an
disease. Knowing it will not be
interesting unit about the books generally available for all of us until
of the Tanach, the Hebrew Bible. late spring, mask wearing, and
Hebrew High started learning
social distancing will likely continue
the Mishna tractate of Pirkei
well into the fall. It is still unclear
Avot. After the winter break, all when we will be able to gather at

The Lifelong Learning Committee
has sponsored our fundraising
drive for the Lancaster Food Hub
by providing a link to the movie
“Dreaming a Jewish Christmas”
which can be seen by the
link Dreaming a Jewish
Christmas in the comfort of your
home. We suggest viewing
between December 25 and the
end of the year. For those
interested, there will be a Zoom
discussion on January 6 at 7:00pm
(Register for Discussion). The
movie is free. However, we are
asking that you consider making
the largest donation that you feel
comfortable with to the Lancaster
Food Hub, through the following
link Donation.
Since Covid began, our
entertainment expenditures have
been limited or even eliminated.
No vacations, movies, or dining
out. The good news is that this
results in increased savings. Our
Torah teaches the gift of Tzedakah
for those in need. Please consider
sharing some of these savings.
Have a happy, healthy, and safe
New Year.

Steven F. Gordon
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BIRTHDAYS
January 1st

Dahlia Franklin
January 2nd

Sam Taub
January 3rd

Chris Brooks
Rebecca Rubin
January 5th

Elizabeth Gans
January 9th

Gary Kogon
Beverly Rubin
January 14th

Ziva Sofian
January 16th

Marco Di Giulio
January 18th

Lam Wong
January 19th

Shellie Gordon
January 22nd

Les Rhoads
January 26th

Lily Bernieri
Joel Samitt
January 27th

Audrey Pavlica

Volume 73, No. 4

January 2021

Temple Beth El

Page 5

MESSAGE FROM
RABBI DANIELA

Tu B’Shvat and the Seven Species of the Land of Israel
B”H

Rabbi Daniela Szuster
Thursday, January 28th will be Tu B’Shvat, the new year of the trees, a minor Jewish
festival. We will celebrate together as a congregation on that Thursday at 5 pm with a
Virtual Tu B’Shvat Seder.

The source of this festival is mentioned in the Mishnah, in a list of different New Year’s days
through the Jewish calendar. It is written in the Mishnah:
“There are four New Year days: The first of Nissan is the New Year for (the ascension of) Kings
and for (the regular rotation of) festivals; the first of Elul is the New Year for the cattle-tithe,
but according to R. Eliezer and R. Simeon, it is on the first of Tishrei. The first of Tishrei is New
Year’s Day, for ordinary years, and for sabbatical years and jubilees; and also for the planting
of trees and for herbs. On the first day of Sh’vat is the New Year for trees, according to the
school of Shammai; but the school of Hillel says it is on the fifteenth of the same
month” (Rosh Hashana 1:1).

Tu B’Shvat, the new year for the trees delineates years for the agricultural tithing cycle.
Depending on the year of a seven-year cycle, a different type of tithe had to be given. These
laws apply only in the Land of Israel.
After the destruction of the Temple and expulsion of Jews from Israel, Tu B’Shvat was a
relatively dormant holiday until it was developed by the kabbalists living in the 16th Century
in Safed. The kabbalists (Jewish mystics) gave Tu B’Shvat greater spiritual significance. Seeing
in Tu B’Shvat a vehicle for mystical ideas, the kabbalists imbued it with new religious
significance as well as created elaborate new symbolic rituals.
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According to Lurianic Kabbalah (which is a form of mysticism studied by the students of Isaac
Luria), all physical forms–including human beings–hide within them a spark of the Divine
Presence. This is similar to some kinds of fruits or nuts, which hide within them seeds of new
life and potential growth. In Jewish mysticism, human actions can release these sparks and
help increase God’s presence in the world. On Tu B’Shvat, the kabbalists would eat certain
fruits associated with the land of Israel as a symbolic way of releasing these divine sparks.
For this reason, I would like to present during this message, the seven species (five fruts and
two grains) which can connect us to the land of Israel.
There are Shiv'at Minim, seven species, which are the seven agricultural products listed in
the Torah as being special products of the land of Israel which we eat during the Tu B’shvat
Seder.
It is written in the Torah: “For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land ... a land of
wheat and barley, of vines, figs, and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and
honey” (Devarim 8:8).
These seven products were the staple foods consumed by the Jewish people in the land of
Israel during biblical times and were among the fruits brought to the Temple of Jerusalem as
an offering to God, especially on the festival of Shavuot when ‘first fruits’ were brought as an
offering.
In Halachah, Jewish law, these seven foods have an elevated status because of their special
relationship with the holy land of Israel. This is most clearly seen in the special brachah
achronah (blessing after eating) reserved specifically for these seven foods.
During this special blessing, we mainly thank God for the land of Israel and its products:
“ We thank You for the earth’s bounty and for the pleasing, good, and spacious land which
You gave to our ancestors, that they might eat of its produce and be satisfied from its goodly
yield.”
According to the commentators Isaac Abarbanel (Lisbon, 1437 - Venice, 1508) and Ibn Ezra
(Spain, 1092 -1167) these fruits are unique in that they provide the necessary nutrients for
sustenance. Some commentaries add that the land of Israel is the only place where all these
very diverse species naturally grow in close proximity (Teshuvot HaLeket 2:55).
The Kabbalists explain that there is a much deeper significance to these fruits. Each
corresponds to one of the seven sefirot (Divine emanations or attributes):
Wheat: Chesed—Kindness, Barley: Gevurah—Severity, Grapes: Tiferet—Harmony, Figs:
Netzach—Perseverance, Pomegranates: Hod—Humility, Olives: Yesod—Foundation, Dates:
Malchut—Royalty.
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As I have mentioned before, the seven species can be split into two types: grains (wheat and
barley) and fruits from trees (grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, and dates).
According to some sages, grain is necessary for sustenance. Fruits, on the other hand, are
not necessary, but they add pleasure to life. Both are important, and therefore both are
included in the blessing for the land of Israel (Likutei Torah from the Arizal).
In a spiritual sense, our lives also contain these two elements, necessity, and pleasure.
The Seven Species may no longer dominate the diet of modern Israelis, but the biblical seven
species still characterize the local landscape. The seven species dominate large areas of the
countryside, accentuating a sense of continuity between the biblical land of Israel and the
modern state.
Therefore, we may affirm that whenever we eat and enjoy these two grains and five fruits
we are connected to the land of Israel. We are connected to the beauty and prosperity of
this land. In addition, we may be connected to our ancestors who daily ate these products of
nature and enjoyed their aromas, tastes, colors, and exquisiteness. These fruits remind us of
the Jewish life of our forefathers.
These fruits become very important Jewish and Israeli symbols. We have hundreds of deep
discussions in our tradition related to each of these products as well as many art works
inspired by them.
In the Knesset (Israel’s parliament house) on the fourth floor, you can find a beautiful “Seven
Species Menorah” created by the multidisciplinary artist Eliezer Weishoff (born in Jerusalem
in 1938) and given to the Knesset on its 50th birthday (1999) by the Jewish National Fund.
The Menorah’s base is the trunk of an olive tree, symbolizing the deep roots of the people in
their land. The seven
molded species appear to
grow out of the severed
trunk, symbolizing the
renewed growth of the
people of Israel in their
land. It is really a very
meaningful piece of art
related to the seven
species.
You can appreciate it in
this picture on the left.
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Another interesting fact is that in 1958 the state of Israel issued a set of Israeli
stamps with the Seven Species, with Biblical verses associated with them:

Finally, at Temple Beth El we also have a beautiful art work related to the Seven Species,
which you can find in our Chapel, on the right side of the ark. It was donated by Lou and
Gwen Weisman z”l in honor of Morty and Shirley Kadushin z”l in May 2006.
During this Tu B’shvat Seder let’s eat and enjoy these beautiful, delightful, and special seven
species from the land of Israel, trying to connect to our history, to the land of Israel and to
the deep meanings that their uniqueness and beauty reveal to us.
Looking forward to celebrate together Tu B’shvat on Thursday, January 28th in a Virtual Tu
B’shvat Seder!
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JANUARY MONTHLY
YAHRZEIT LISTING

Yahrzeit begins the
evening before the day
listed. The names of
departed loved ones are
memorialized at Shabbat
services the week prior to
the Yahrzeit observance.

Temple Beth El

Saturday, January 16th
Al Gore, Mother
Wednesday, January 20th
Joan Goldman, father
Scott Fix, father
Lloyd Goldfarb, father
Marcie Natan, sister
Thursday, January 21st
Caryl Buffa, uncle
Allan Geller, father

Friday, January 1st
Edna Naveh, father
Chris Brooks, grandmother

Sunday, January 10th
Marjorie Ruder, mother
Monday, January 11th
Sue Friedman, mother
Tuesday, January 12th
Evelyn Epstein, grandmother
Thursday, January 14th
Robin Adler, Elliot & Jon's
great grandmother

Among them are:

Temple Beth El’s
Chesed Committee
(717) 581-7891
office@tbelancaster.org

Tuesday, January 5th
Beryl Sherman, brother

Friday, January 8th
Evelyn Epstein, mother
Evelyn Epstein, husband

There are several resources in the community
and within our Temple
that you can access for
confidential assistance.

jfshelps@jfslancaster.org

Sunday, January 3rd
Marilyn Reichenthal,
grandfather

Thursday, January 7th
Stephanie Zuckerman, mother
Fran Rayner, step mother

Having difficulties
due to Covid-19?
Help is available!

Jewish Family Service
of Lancaster
(717) 537-1863

Saturday, January 2nd
Toveah Mirot, mother
Shellie Gordon, father

Wednesday, January 6th
Bob Brosbe, grandfather
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Friday, January 22nd
Stephen Kadushin, grandmother
Monday, January 25th
Joanne Goldfarb, grandmother
Eileen Lewis, father
Jodie Frisch, father
Wednesday, January 27th
Joan Goldman, mother
Michele Matlin, mother
Thursday, January 28th
Ken Firestone, father
Martha Welzant, grandmother
Friday, January 29th
Nadine Abowitz, father
Saturday, January 30th
Scott Fix, mother

Rabbis’ Discretionary
Fund
Call or email Rabbis or
office (717) 581-7891)
office@tbelancaster.org

United Way of Lancaster County information
and referral health and
human services helpline (Dial 2-1-1)
Please stay safe and
healthy!
Robin Adler Chair
Temple Beth El
Chesed Committee
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SISTERHOOD
CARD LIST
IN HONOR OF:
Joan & Gary Goldman - birth of
their grandson, Bradley Marciao
Goldman
Randi & Steve Jacobs

IN MEMORY OF:
Ned Robbins
Helene & Len Kallman
Donald Martin Salisbury
- Father of Shaina Abbs
Michele & Bob Matlin
Beverly Rubin
Lori & Ralph Taber

MAZEL TOV:
Carolyn & Steve Kleinman
Birth of your 4th grandchild,
your granddaughter Sophie
Abigail Kleinman
Sandy & Greg Weekes
Beverly Rubin
Sue & John Wolf
Louise Pomerantz – Happy 99th
Birthday
Michele & Bob Matlin
Beverly Rubin
Sandy & Greg Weekes
Helene & Len Kallman
Dolly Shuster – Recipient of the
2nd Annual PA Bar Assoc. “Civil
& Equal Rights Champion
Award”
John & Sue Wolf
Joan & Gary Goldman – birth of
your grandson Bradley Marciao
Goldman
Marcie & Eli Natan
Beverly Rubin
Sue & John Wolf
Dolly Shuster & Jeff
Edelson

Temple Beth El

Sandy & Greg Weekes
Helene & Len Kallman
Bob & Michele Matlin
Randi & Steve Jacobs
Robin Adler

GET WELL:
Gary Kogon – Thinking of you
Helene & Len Kallman

GRAB AND GO
SOCIAL ACTION
DONATIONS
Steve & Randi Jacobs
Diane Penchansky
Sheila Cohen
Ralph & Lori Taber
Nina Shapiro & Barry David
Jill Sherman

YAHRZEIT FUND
In memory of Sydney M.
Shuster, father of Dolly Shuster
Dolly Shuster, Jeff Edelson &
family.
In memory of Vera S. Solodky
and Al Reichenthal
Jay & Marilynn Reichenthal
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KIDDUSH & ONEG
SPONSOR
Richard & Numa Lavy - In
memory of Sadie Kolman

Note from Linda Kogon
Dear Temple Beth El
Congregants and friends,
We are thankful to you for your
well wishes and prayers. We
are home in Lancaster and Gary
is being treated by
chemotherapy at the
Barshinger Cancer Institute.
Gary is working hard at physical
therapy and is starting cognitive
speech therapy this week. We
enjoy virtual visits with our
friends, children and especially
our grandchildren. Most
importantly, please continue to
keep us in your prayers. We
appreciate each and every one.
We will continue to keep you
posted when time allows.
Gary and Linda
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Mazel Tov!
Our Chanukkah present was
delivered on Sunday
December 13th at 10:38
pm. Bradley Marciao
Goldman, son of Justin and
Alessandra Goldman
grandson of Joan and Gary
Goldman, was born at
Women's and Babies
Hospital weighing in at 8 lbs
2 oz. Best Chanukkah
present ever!!

UPDATE FROM
SISTERHOOD’S
BEREAVEMENT
COMMITTEE
As you are aware, it has long been
Sisterhood's commitment to
support our congregation at a
time of loss with the preparation
of a meal of consolation when a
member's family has a funeral
locally. In the case where a
congregant returns from an out of
town burial of a family member
and is sitting shiva in Lancaster, a
dinner meal is offered on their
return.
We regret that during these
challenging times with the Covid
pandemic, we have been unable
to fulfill this mitzvah and offer our
usual level of support. We
appreciate your understanding
and hope we will be able to return
to our normal practice in the
months ahead.

Linda Hutt, Bereavement
Committee chair

Temple Beth El
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